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VA, VB, VIA, VIB, VNA, 
mixtures thereof, said acic x 
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VINA of the Periodic Table, rare earth metals, and 
(ody having a polygonal cross section. 




4. \ (Amended) The acicular body according to claim 2 having a cross-sectional 
dimension less than about 10 urn. 

5. (Amended) An acicular body comprising at least one oxide of at least one 
metal selected from the group consisting of Groups IB, MA, I IB, MIA, 1MB, IVA, IVB, 
VA, VB, VIAVlB, VIIA, VIIB, of VIIIA of the Periodic Table, rare earth metals, and 
mixtures therecX said acicular body having a polygonal cross section. 


Please add the following new claims 30-32. 




(New) The acicular body according to claim 2 having a cross-sectional 
dimertsj^n less than about 5 urn. 

k1 . (Ne^O\An|acicular body comprising at least one oxygen-containing compound 
of^ metal selWtedftom the group consisting of Groups IB, IIA, IIB, MIA, IIIB, IVA, 
IVB.NVA, VB, vWvje, VIIA, VIIB, of VIIIA of the Periodic Table, rare earth metals, 
and mixtures thereof, said acicular body having a polygonal cross section and a 
cross-seotional dimension greater than about 1 urn. 

(New) An acicular body comprising at least one oxide of a metal selected 
frorXthe group consisting of Groups IB, IIA, IIB, MIA, 1MB, IVA, IVB, VA, VB, VIA, 
VIB, VijA, VIIB, of VIIIA of the Periodic Table, rare earth metals, and mixtures 
thereof, saki acicular body having a polygonal cross section and a cross-sectional 
dimension greater than about 1 urn. 


REMARKS 

The Office action dated June 18, 2002 and the cited references have been 
carefully considered. 
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